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Reply to Office action of November 1 8, 2004 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-20 remain in the application. Claim 1 has been amended. The present 
application as originally filed supports this amendment. No new matter has been added. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. 102 

Claims 1, 2, 4-10, 1 8 and 19 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,421,854 to Heimbrock. in response, independent claim 1 has 
been amended to more clearly define the claimed invention. 

Independent claim 1, from which claims 2, 4-10, 18 and 19 depend, recites a patient 
table, and has been amended to clarify that a lift arm and an upper base of the table are laterally 
offset from a longitudinally extending center line of the table, and a first side of an elongated 
pallet of the patient table is cantilevered from the upper base and extends laterally across a 
longitudinal center line of the table, so that an opposing side of the pallet is laterally offset from 
the center line opposite the upper base. 

Heimbrock does not disclose or suggest a patient table having a cantilevered pallet 
supported by a laterally offset lift arm. Instead, Heimbrock teaches a patient table 20 having a 
pallet 24 supported by laterally centered lift aims 52 3 54. FIG. 14 of Heimbrock, which is shown 
below, illustrates that the lift arms 52, 54 are centered, while FIG. 14 of Heimbrock, which is 
also shown below, illustrates that the lift arms 52, 54 prevent a C-shaped arm 42 from being 
moved longitudinally along a full length of the patient pallet while one of an X-ray source and an 
X-ray detector is positioned over the pallet in alignment with the center line, and the other of the 
X-ray source and the X-ray detector is positioned under the pallet in alignment with the center 
line. 
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Applicant, therefore, respectfully requests reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection 
of claims 1, 2, 4-10, 18 and 19 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Heimbrock. 
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Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. 103 

Claims 1 1-13 and 16-1 8 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Heimbrock. In addition, claims 3, 14 and 15 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Heimbrock in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,145,612 to Cooper. Claims 3 
and 1 1-18 all depend from independent claim 1, which has been amended as discussed above to 
more clearly define the claimed invention. 

As also discussed above, Heimbrock does not disclose or suggest a patient table having a 
cantilevered pallet supported by a laterally offset lift arm. Claim 1 and dependent claims 11-13 
and 16-18, accordingly, are not obvious over Heimbrock. 

Applicant respectfully submits that Cooper also does not disclose or suggest a patient 
table having a cantilevered pallet supported by a laterally offset lift arm. Instead, Cooper 
discloses a patient table 10 having a pallet 12 that is not laterally offset from a longitudinal 
centerline of the table, and includes a support 11 that is aligned with the centerline, as shown 
below in FIG. 1 of Cooper. 

Since neither Heimbrock nor Cooper disclose or suggest a patient table having a 
cantilevered pallet supported by a laterally offset lift arm, the combination of Heimbrock and 
Cooper also does not disclose or suggest a patient table having a cantilevered pallet supported by 
a laterally offset lift arm. Claim 1 and dependent claims 3, 14, and 15, accordingly, are not 
obvious over Heimbrock and Cooper, whether Heimbrock and Cooper are considered alone or in 
combination. 
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FIGJ 




FIG. 1 of Coooer 



Applicant, therefore, respectfully requests reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection 
of claims 11-13 and 16-18 under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Heimbrock, and 
reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of claims 3, 14 and 15 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Heimbrock in view of Cooper. 

Conclusion 

In view of the amendments and remarks submitted herein, applicant believes that all 
claims pending in the application are in condition for allowance and respectfully requests such 
allowance. If a telephone conference will expedite prosecution of the application the Examiner i; 
invited to telephone the undersigned. 
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If additional fees are required, or otherwise necessary to cover any deficiency in fees 
already paid, authorization is hereby given to charge our deposit account no. 50-1 133. 

Respectfully submitted, 
McDermott Will & Emery LLP 



Da.e: 



Toby H. Kusmer, P.C., Reg. No. 26,418 

Jeffrey J. Miller, Reg. No. 39,773 

Attorneys for Applicants 

28 State Street 

Boston, MA 02109-1775 

Telephone: (617) 535-4000 

Facsimile: (617)535-3800 



10 

BST99 1441276-1.056229.O159 



PAGE 13/13 ' RCVD AT 1/10/2005 7:15:38 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DNIS:872fl306 • C6ID:617 



5353800 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-16 



